
October 6, 2016 Bucks County Herald     Page A11 (11)

Bridget Wingert: Happy to Be Here

Delaware Canal, not just an amenity

The best social model to
which a gallerist can aspire is
not to be a presenter or gover-
nor of aesthetics but to be a
host – a host to both the
artists exhibited and to the
audience attending.  

For the next few weeks I
will be in the position of host,
and I will also be playing the
part of a guest.  This is
because I am curating an
exhibition called Art at Kings
Oaks in which I am also one
of the participating artists.
This dual role is a reflection
of how artists often have to
switch between their host and
guest caps.  

Artists find themselves
between two worlds, the
world of their making and the
world in which their artwork
is a stranger. In the heart of
the creative act, artists are
impressing their will upon the
void of the canvas, laying them-
selves down on the unfinished-
ness of a painting like a guest.
Later, at the moment of comple-
tion, the artist becomes host to
the newly birthed artwork.  

When things are going
smoothly the transition back and
forth between roles heightens a
sense of purpose and connection
with an audience. When it is tur-
bulent we artists can feel like the
imposter-host or the unwanted
guest.  This is the consequence
of treating hospitality as an ego-
driven affair where the duties
engaged are for personal stakes.

For the Romans and Greeks of
antiquity the distinction and rela-
tionship between guest and host
was quite different. Both roles
were united under the same divine
mandate of hospitium, obligating
strangers to be taken in and enter-
tained without question.

I am attracted to this concept
of hospitium as it relates to art.
As a visitor, the ingredient in a
painting or exhibition space that
I find most enjoyable is the feel-

ing of being welcome. In that
welcomed state I can detect a
mutually beneficial between the
host and me.  This is not the
same as being given permission,
which treats the host’s role as
superior to the guest.  

The act of welcoming reflects
an assumption of our better
human qualities and is uncondi-
tional.  Where there is welcome,
hospitium is in effect. 

I want the Art at Kings Oaks
experience to be suffused by a
feeling of welcoming.  The exhi-
bition spaces – a historic barn
and chapel, have intrinsic
warmth, due in part to their worn
wooden and stone complexions.
The artists are all people whose
work has not only captivated me,
but whom I can count on to con-
tribute to the hospitium. 

In each instance I have felt
some form of welcome from
these artists looking and respond-
ing to their work.  Visually they
seem to say, “Come in. Let me
take your coat. I’ve just put cof-
fee on – would you like some?” 

The interests and approaches
of the various artists may appear
to vary widely but all have that

inviting quality. Getting the
space and the artwork to talk
to one another is not the hard
part; the challenge is making
sure the space and artwork
are communicating in con-
cert to an audience. The
range from abstract to finely-
realized observation is not
threaded by some conceptual
agenda but flows because of
shared commitments to a
craft and to audience.   

There are advantages to
contributing my own artwork
with one hand and producing
the context in which it is
placed with the other.
Sharing the same mind as
creator and curator, each can
borrow knowledge immedi-
ately from the other.  

For instance, knowing the
challenge of making a composi-

tion fit into a rectangle gives me
empathy for the challenges faced
by the fellow painters whose
work I am hanging. I am also
bearing the weight of my own
curatorial decisions and must
create a show in which I am
proud to exhibit.  

Leveling the field to have host
and guests in easy reciprocity
would be simpler if, as it was for
the Romans and Greeks, hospi-
tium was seen as an obligation
handed down from the gods.  

Creating an exhibition that is
as welcoming as possible will, I
hope, make the art gods smile,
and at Kings Oaks the tall barn
doors will be wide open.

Art at Kings Oaks will be on
view from Oct. 7 to 16.  An
opening reception takes place
from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7.
Weekend hours are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. The closing reception is
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct.16.

Kings Oaks Farm is located at
756 Worthington Mill Road in
Wrightstown Township. Onsite
parking is available.

kingsoaksart.wordpress.com

Fresh from a trip to Inverness,
Scotland, the leaders of Delaware
Canal 21 presented an update to
guests last Saturday at a canal-
side home. 

They were all supporters of an
effort to stabilize the waterway,
to fill it and maintain it because
it is invaluable asset to the
Delaware Valley. 

Allen Black, chair, Debra
Goldstein, executive director, and
Bill Collins, technical director,
had been invited to present a
paper on the organization’s
visioning study to the World
Canals Conference at Inverness,
on Sept. 20. 

Canal 21 initiated the study
and carried it out in partnership
with the Delaware and Lehigh
National Heritage Corridor, the
Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources, and the Friends of the
Delaware Canal. The William
Penn Foundation funded the
study.

The Bucks County group
shared the world stage with canal
enthusiasts from China, Europe
and America. All have made or
want to make their waterways
showcases for  tourists. They
also want to retain the canals’
environmental value. 

The Delaware Canal closed to
commercial traffic in 1933, when
it was 100 years old. When the
boats stopped running, the
Delaware Valley Protective
Association formed to protect the
canal. The association persuaded
the state to take it over in 1940.
Betty Orlemann stepped in and
founded the Friends of the
Delaware Canal in 1978, the year
the canal was designated as a
National Heritage Corridor.
Another group, New Hope for
the Canal, formed recently to
raise funds to run pumps in
Stockton and New Hope. 

Today the 60-mile canal and
towpath, extending from Easton
to Bristol are the state-operated
Delaware Canal State Park under
the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources. 

The mule barge operation, a
popular tourist attraction, began
as a local enterprise in the 1950s.
A concession leased by the state
ran the barge rides until four
years ago. Flood damages caused
in 2004, 2005 and 2006 have
interfered with their operation for
almost 10 years, and this year, no
one accepted the lease. 

Delaware Canal 21 surfaced in
2012 to reinforce the existing
efforts and build a firm financial
footing – and it thinks big, bigger
than any organization has to date. 

Canal 21 seeks innovative
solutions to keeping the canal
watered at and new sources of
funding to ensure  adequate
maintenance. It has developed
long-range plans, and is working
to put the canal on a sustainable
financial footing.

It is a think tank, a catalyst for
change. 

At Saturday’s event, Jim
Greenwood, former congressman
and state legislator, pointed out
that the state has never had suffi-
cient resources to maintain the
canal. “We’ll make the canal

great again,” he joked in a jab at
national politics. 

Greenwood introduced Allen
Black, who spoke about an
agreement with the Army Corps
of Engineers to repair the river
walls that abut the canal. Canal
experts from the Erie Canal had
visited in May. They spent three
days walking the canal observing
what needed to be done. 

In July, Black said, “We made
an agreement with the Point
Pleasant Pumping Station to sup-
ply backup water for filling the
canal when needed. 

Landscape architect Collins,
who designed the aqueduct at
Point Pleasant, noted the irony of
the pumping station’s help. Local
residents fought its construction
in the “Dump the Pump” cam-
paign of the 1980s, risking arrest
in massive demonstrations along
River Road. 

“If you live long enough,
things change,” Collins said. 

“Watering is essential. It’s not
just an amenity,” he said. “It’s a
utility.” Collins said Canal 21
asked DCNR to commit to a
fully watered facility. 

Collins talked about access.
“We can’t get there from here,”
he said. “Let’s get a bridge in
Easton, Bristol, at I-95.” Canal
21 is working with Delaware
River Joint Toll Bridge
Commission and it has proposed
linking the Delaware and Raritan
trail in New Jersey.

“We’ve started talking,”
Collins said. “If we waited for
DCNR, it wouldn’t work.”

Goldstein described the
enlightening visit to Inverness.
“It was mind exploding,” she
said. 

The Bucks group saw images
of the Falkirk Canal, which
attracts thousands of visitors.
“There’s art on the canal, sea
horses that light up at night. The
Falkirk Wheel scoops canal boats
up at a lock and lets them down.”

A new brochure lays out the
case for support. 

It states that sections of the
canal have deteriorated after long
sections have been left without
water for long periods of time.  

Short-term priorities include
backup pump installation at
Marshall Island, Tinicum
Township; negotiating legislative
support to fund pump costs;
securing funds to update a 2010
Penn State study on the positive
impact of a revitalized canal; and
secure funding for an operational
feasibility study. 

Other short-term priorities are
the development of an operations
and maintenance manual and
securing funding to analyze canal
hydrology, assess the cost and
feasibility of installing a modern-
ized water management system. 

Long-term goals include devel-
oping trail entry portals, develop-
ing private and public partner-
ships, acquiring public access
and securing funds to support
DCNR in matching funds with
the Corps of Engineers for wall
repairs.

Canal 21 is an ambitious
organization, taking on a massive
project. But it’s on a straight path
and confident of success.

BRIDGET WINGERT

Principals of Canal 21, stand on a porch with Jim Greenwood, the
host, to announce Canal 21’s accomplishments and plans. Bill
Collins is partially hidden by a post, at left. Debra Wold-Goldstein
is at the center, and Allen Black is at right. 

Steve Cickay

Who won the first presidential
debate? I believe the American
people won the debate because
much was revealed about the
character of Donald Trump both
during and after the debate.

During the debate, Trump hint-
ed that he pays little or no feder-
al income tax and proudly assert-
ed he was “smart” for not con-
tributing to the national treasury. 

This rich man’s blatant disre-
gard and contempt for participat-
ing in the funding of our shared
national community was to be
expected from someone who had
previously said, in the context of
a Gold Star family‘s sacrifice of
their son in war for our country,
that he defined his own “sacri-
fice” as starting businesses that
made him a lot of money. 

And the implication is that we
who dutifully pay our taxes each
year because we care about fund-
ing our country's needs are "stu-
pid" for doing so. 

Trump also proudly cited as
an accomplishment to be proud
of, through his racist and totally
unjustified birtherism campaign,
the fact that he had forced
President Obama to show us his
birth certificate. What an

astounding blindness to a five-
year campaign of baseless fiction
and hate which he should rather
be ashamed of.

He also showed us his stub-
bornness in believing his alter-
nate realities by claiming he won
the debate by constantly referring
to bogus unscientific Internet
polls. Of course later, the factual
scientific polls revealed quite the
opposite; namely that most
Americans overwhelmingly
believed that Hillary won the
debate. (Hillary also reminded
the American public during the
debate that Trump also does not
believe in the science of climate
change, citing his statement that
climate change is a hoax perpe-
trated by the Chinese.)

At the end of the debate,
Hillary reminded Trump of many
of the pejorative terms he had
used against women in his life-
time and, in particular, brought
up his treatment of a former Miss
Universe winner Alicia Machado
whom he had publicly called
“Miss Piggy.”  

Trump astoundingly responded
by defending his previous dis-
gusting comments against Rosie
O’Donnell by arguing, like those
despicable people who engage in
physical spousal abuse do, that

“everyone agrees that she
deserved” his verbal abuse.
Trump then obsessively spent the
next five days on Twitter defend-
ing his verbal abuse of Ms.
Machado and even adding to it
by calling her “disgusting” in a
pre-dawn tweet. 

This grown man seems to be
totally incapable of admitting he
ever made a mistake.

So during this debate, the
Republican presidential candi-
date displayed selfishness,
racism, disavowal of scientific
fact, and most important, misog-
yny.

Before you cast your vote on
Nov. 8, please listen to all the
many derogatory comments
Donald Trump has made about
women during his long career in
entertainment and business.
Then ask yourself, if you have a
daughter, a wife, a sister, or a
mother you love, do you want
this kind of man to be your presi-
dent, to be the role model of
behavior for our next generation
of women and men?  I don’t
think so. It is high time we elect
the first woman president of the
United States, Hillary Clinton.

Steve Cickay, a former candi-
date for state Legislature, lives in
Newtown.

Benjamin Franklin
Would find history ranklin’

Scientist and diplomat, he reached great heights
But now he’s known for flying kites

David Cuff’s book of “Brief Biographies” is available
at Amazon.com.

David Cuff: Short and Sweet
Brief Biographies

Let me tell you the story of Donnie the Leecher.
He is a high stakes play for keepster.
Sign a contract with him and you take your chances.
You may never get paid, and you'll lose all your 

pantses.

At casinos and hotels and at other venues
You do the work but your payment just ain't on the 

menus.
"Vote for me, I can fix it," he keeps on a-chanting
So run for the exit before you start panting.

He talks a big game, but in the final analysis
His big business ventures wind up in paralysis.
"He's a genius," his devotees sing as they cry out,
"Vote for him, he can fix it," while taking his money out.

"Pay my taxes? I do," he claims without evidence
But avoidance is better, he says with a vengeance.
He gets off scot-free by using big loopholes.
"That's 'cause I'm smart," and hiding the dupe holes.

He runs up a bill for his many big ventures
And when they go bust, he'll just sharpen his dentures.
He'll take out his bite, while the company flounders
Then say, "Not my fault, all you miserable bounders.

"It's my wallet that counts, not your small-timer pay
check.

"Vote for me anyway, it's not a stacked deck.
"It's just good business, which I'm always good at
"And I never lose, not like a poor Democrat.

"If I ever do, it's 'cause the deal's rigged
"But I'm getting bigger, and bigger and bigged."
What's that you say, this sounds like a sickness?
That may be so, but given the thickness

Of our Constitution, we'll survive with alacrity
Despite all the vitriol and childish mendacity.
Just keep on hoping, when the big vote comes in
'Twill be someone else, not braggadocious him.

Pompeiian Fresco from the Naples
National Archaeological Museum.

Alex Cohen: Investigating Art
Hospitium at Kings Oaks

Who won the first presidential debate?
Before you cast your vote, listen carefully 

John T. Harding: Editor’s Revenge
The Leecher (with a nod to Cab Calloway)


